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The forms of the African Scrub-Robin having a conspicuous 
white patch on the wing have heretofore been considered a 
distinct species under the name Erythropygia leucoptera. Besides 
the character of this white wing-patch, they differ from the 
leucophrys group in having the breast only indistinctly marked 
with brown, and the top of the head grayish in contrast with 
the reddish brown of the back, whereas in leucophrys the breast 
is conspicuously streaked with brownish black, and the top of 
the head is more uniform with the back. 

In the region of Lakes Magadi and Natron, on the Kenya-Tanganyika 
border, there occurs, however, a form, brunneiceps, which has the white 
wing-patch of leucoptera, as well as the well-defined breast streaks and 
brownish head of leucophrys. The allocation of this form to one or other 
of these two groups is thus largely a matter of opinion, since there are no 
grounds for supposing that the white wing-patch is of any more taxonomic 
importance than are the streaked breast and brownish head. E. brunneiceps 
constitutes, in fact, a geographical as well as a taxonomic fink between the 
two groups, which are here believed to be conspecific. Intergradation 
between brunneiceps and vulpina ( leucoptera group) in the south Ukamba 
district of Kenya Colony has already been recorded, thus proving that 
they are subspecifically related. That brunneiceps intergrades also with a 
member of the leucophrys group in the South Guaso Nyiro district is 
indicated by the following two specimens: 

U. S. Nat. Mus., no. 214411, ad. male, S. N’guasso Nyiro River, June, 
collected by Dr. E. A. Mearns, which agrees in size with brunneiceps, but 
has only a slight indication of a white wing-patch, and in the color of the 
upper parts more nearly matches an adjoining race of the leucophrys group. 

Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., no. 96772, ad. female, S. Eusso Nyiro, July, 
28 — Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 47, 1934. (157) 
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A. B. Percival coll., which is rather small for brunneiceps , but has a well 
defined white wing-patch. 

The apparent occurrence of members of both groups together in certain 
parts of Africa (cf. Grote, Orn. Monatsber. XXXV, 1927, p. 102-104), 
does not necessarily mean that they are specifically distinct, since in a 
case like this, where the character usually stressed is the presence, or 
absence, of a white wing-patch, any indication of white in the wing, no 
matter how reduced it may be, is likely to lead to the assignment of that 
specimen to the leucoptera group. In actual fact, moreover, the white in 
the wing of leucoptera consists merely of the rather wide white margins of 
the tertials, secondaries, and greater coverts. In leucophrys, on the other 
hand, these feathers are margined with pale brown, which is distinctly 
variable in shade, and is sometimes so pale as to be almost white. The 
supposed specific character of leucoptera is thus merely the absence of 
brown pigment in the margins of these feathers. 

Forms with conspicuous white wing-patches have been described from 
widely separated districts, thus: leucoptera and vulpina in the Somali 
district, brunneiceps in southern Kenya Colony, sclateri in central Tan- 
ganyika Territory, and ovamboensis in Ovampoland and southern Angola. 
It is a noteworthy fact that these areas are all of a rather arid nature. 
E. 1. makalaka links ovamboensis with zambesiana and pectoralis; munda 
links ovamboensis with ruficauda ; a specimen from the Ikoma district of 
Tanganyika Territory (A. N. S. Phila. no. 89225, breeding male, Serronea 
R., July, W. W. Bowen), has some traces of white in its wings, and is, 
perhaps, intermediate between sclateri and a race of the leucophrys group. 
Leucoptera and vulpina are, as we have already seen, linked to the leucophrys 
group by intergrades in the South Guaso Nyiro district. 

Erythropygia leucophrys — including both the white and brown winged 
forms — is distributed mainly in the eastern part of Africa, but it ranges 
also, by way of the Zambesi Valley, to Angola and the Congo Basin. Its 
choice of habitat is somewhat catholic, for it may be found in arid scrub- 
lands ( leucoptera , ovamboensis ), savannas ( vansomereni , zambesiana, 
munda), or in second growth forest ( ruficauda ). It is a bird of the tropical 
zone, ranging upwards to the transition zone, and perhaps also to the lower 
limits of the subtropical zone. Of interest from an ecological point of view 
is the fact that leucophrys and pectoralis, both inhabitants of the cooler 
transition zone, have blackish tails, w r hile ovamboensis, an inhabitant of 
cool arid districts, has both a blackish tail and white wing patches. 

The following review is based upon a study of the material in the United 
States National Museum, supplemented by specimens borrowed from the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, the American Museum of 
Natural History, and the Museum of Comparative Zoology. To the 
authorities of these institutions I am indebted for permission to study this 
material. Altogether a series of 102 skins has been assembled. 

Erythropygia leucophrys leucoptera (Rupp.). 

Salicaria leucoptera Riippell, Syst. Uebers. p. 38, pi. 15, 1845: Shoa 
district. 
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Characters. — Top of head grayish, contrasting with the russet of the 
upper parts; wing-coverts and secondaries edged with white; breast only 
faintly streaked with brownish gray; tail russet, tipped with blackish 
brown and white. 

Measurements . — Eight males from Abyssinia (U. S. N. M., Childs 
Frick coll., Dire Daoua, Dec., Gidabo River, March, Anole village, May, 
Sagon River, May, Bodessa, May, and Turturo, June); wing 69.0 to 73.5 

(73.0 1 ) mm.; tail, 65.0 to 73.0 (71.2) mm.; culmen, from base of skull, 16.0 
to 18.0 (17.6) mm.; tarsus, 22.5 to 26.0 (25.0) mm. Eleven females from 
Abyssinia (U. S. N. M., Childs Frick coll., Dire Daoua, Nov.-Dee., Gato 
River, Apr., Anole village, May, Sagon River, May, Bodessa, May, 
Tertale, June); wing, 67.0 to 73.0 (69.8) mm.; tail, 64.0 to 74.0 (68.7) mm.; 
culmen, from base of skull, 16.5 to 18.0 (17.4) mm.; tarsus, 23.0 to 26.0 

(24.2) mm. 

Range. — Southern Abyssinia and British Somaliland, up to about 6000 
or 7000 feet, south to the country around Lake Rudolf, and northern Kenya 
Colony where intergradation with the next race occurs. 

Remarks. — Specimens from the lake district of southern Abyssinia 
(Lake Abaya to Lake Stefanie) and from Lake Baringo in Kenya Colony 
average browner on the mantle (i. e. the russet of the rump distinctly 
contrasts with the browner mantle) than examples from the Hawash 
Valley (Dire Daoua), but this difference is not entirely constant and there- 
fore is not worthy of nomenclatural recognition. Examples from northern 
Kenya Colony (U. S. N. M., Childs Frick coll., near Lake Rudolf, July, 
Indunumara Mts., July, Endoto Mts., July, Malele, July, and 25 miles 
N. of Guaso Nyiro R.; A. N. S. P., A. B. Percival coll., Lorian Swamp, and 
N. Uaso Nyiro) average smaller — wing, male 64-70, female, 66-67 mm. — 
and are a shade paler, and thus approach the next race. 

Dr. van Someren (Nov. Zool. 1922, p. 237) states that examples from 
Meuressi, Turkwell, Kerio and Rudolf are paler than leucoptera, and these 
also should probably be regarded as intermediates, but I have seen no 
specimens from this area. Specimens from Nyeri, Meru, and Nairobi 
(A. N. S. P., Percival coll.) and the upper Tana River (U. S. N. M., Frick 
coll.) are slightly smaller — wing 66-68 mm — but very similar in color to 
leucoptera. They have distinctly grayish heads (except in young birds, 
which have a brownish wash) and are therefore not vulpina. They are 
too small to be identified as ukambensis (wing 3.0 ins. = 76 mm.) and are 
probably best identified as leucoptera inclining towards vulpina , or eluia. 

Erythropygia leucophrys eluta, subsp. nov. 

Type. — Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., no. 96796, adult male, Kismayu, Juba- 
land, 27 Nov. 1919, collected by N. P. Fenwick (A. B. Percival coll.). 

Characters. — Nearest to leucoptera, but with a shorter wing, paler upper 
parts, and with the streaking on the breast even less distinct. 

Measurements. — Three males from Jubaland and the lower Tana River 
(A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); wing 64.0 to 69.0 (67.0) mm.; tail, 63.0 to 
72.0 (67.7) mm.; Culmen from base of skull, 16.5 to 17.5 (17.2) mm.; tarsus, 
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23 mm. Three females from Jubaland and the Lower Tana River 
(A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); wing 62.0 to 65.0 (63.5) mm.; tail, 62.0 to 

65.0 (63.5) mm.; culmen from base of skull, 16.5 to 17.0 (16.8) mm.; tarsus, 
23.5 to 24.0 (23.7) mm. 

Range. — Jubaland and the country about the lower Tana River, from 
sea-level to about 1000 feet altitude. Intergrading with leucoptera in the 
Northern Provinces of Kenya Colony. 

Erythropygia leucophrys vulpina Reichw. 

Erythropygia vulpina Reichenow, Journ. f. Orn., p. 62, 1891; Ndi, 
Teita district. 

Characters. — Differs from leucopiera in having the top of the head 
browner, less gray, the mantle more chestnut, less russet, and a shorter 
wing. From eluta it is distinguished by its browner head, darker back, 
and more distinctly marked breast. 

Measurements. — Seven males from Tsavo and Voi, Teita district (A. N. S. 
P., Percival coll.); wing, 64.0 to 69.0 (66.6) mm.; tail 62.0 to 72.0 (67.9) 
mm.; culmen from base of skull, 16.0 to 18.0 (16.9) mm.; tarsus, 23.5 
to 25.0 (24.1) mm. Two females from Tsavo (A. N. S. P. Percival coll.); 
wing 64.0 to 65.0 mm.; tail, 61.0 to 62.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 

17.0 mm. (tip of one broken). 

Range. — The Teita and south Ukamba districts of Kenya Colony, from 
about 1000 to 4000 feet altitude, extending to adjacent parts of northeastern 
Tanganyika Territory; intergrading with hrunneiceps in northwestern 
Ukamba (Simba). 

Remarks. — Dr. Van Someren (Nov. Zool. 1922, p. 237) has already called 
attention to the intergradation of vulpina and hrunneiceps at Simba. A 
Simba specimen (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.) is nearly typical hrunneiceps, 
but four birds from Makindu (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.), 20 miles to the 
southeast, are much nearer vulpina. 

Erythropygia leucophrys hrunneiceps Reichw. 

Erythropygia hrunneiceps Reichenow, Journ. f. Orn., p. 63, 1891 : Nguru- 
man, nr. Lake Natron. 

Erythropygia ukamhensis Sharpe, Bull. Brit. Orn. CL, xi, p. 28, 1900: 
Ukambani. 

Characters: Top of head dark grayish brown; mantle olive brown, 
contrasting strongly with the russet of the rump and tail; breast conspicu- 
ously streaked with dark brown; tail broadly tipped with black and white; 
size large. 

Measurements. — One male from Simba, one female from Magadi (A. N. 
S. P., Percival Coll.); wing, cf, 73.0, $, 77.0 mm.; tail, cf, 75.0, $, 72.0 
mm.; culmen from base of skull, cf 1 , 18.0, $, 20.0 mm.; tarsus, cf, 27.0, 
$, 29.0 mm. 

Range. — the dry, low country (below 5000 feet) about Lake Natron, 
north to the Kidong Valley, west to the Ukamba where intergradation 
with leucoptera and vulpina occurs; south to Lake Manyara, and possibly 
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to Lake Eyasi and the low country south of Lake Victoria (Reichenow, 
Vog. Afr., iii, p. 774, 1905, lists Kageji in its range). 

Remarks. — Dr. van Someren (Nov. Zool., p. 237, 1922) upholds ukam- 
bensis as a valid race ranging from Ukamba to the Kikuyu Hills and 
Naivasha, but Sclater (Syst. Av. Aethiop., p. 483, 1930), on Neumann’s 
authority, makes it a synonym of brunneiceps. Judging from Sharpe’s 
description, this would appear correct. Nairobi exambles, as stated above, 
are practically indistinguishable from leucoptera and, although I have seen 
no specimens from the north Ukamba and Naivasha districts, I have no 
doubt that ukambensis is merely the intergrade between brunneiceps and 
leucoptera, rather nearer to the former (cf. wing, 3.0 ins = 76 mm.). Ex- 
amples from south Ukamba (Simba) are, as van Someren (1. c.) states, 
intermediate between brunneiceps and vulpina. 

Two specimens from the South Guaso Nyiro district are intermediate 
between brunneiceps and jungens. One, a male (U. S. N. M., Mearns 
coll.) agrees in size (wing, 72.5 mm., tail, 66.0 mm., culmen from base of 
skull, 17.0 mm., tarsus, 24.5 mm.) with brunneiceps , and in color of the 
upper parts with jungens , but it has traces of white edgings to the secon- 
daries. The other, a female (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.), is rather small 
for brunneiceps (wing, 67.0 mm., tail, 60.0 mm., culmen from base of skull, 
18.5 mm., tarsus, 24.0 mm.), but has well developed white edges to the 
secondaries. 



Erythropygia leucophrys soror Reichw. 

Erythropygia brunneiceps soror Reichenow, Vog. Afr., iii, p. 774, 1905: 
Klein Aruscha (cf. Sclater, Syst. Av. Aethiop., p. 483, 1930.). 

Erythropygia ruficauda iodomera Grote, Orn. Monatsber., xxxv, p. 104, 
1927: Usegua, Tanganyika Territory. 

Characters. — Top of head scarcely any darker or browner than the back, 
which gradually shades into the russet of the rump and tail; secondaries 
edged with pale brown, not white; white tips to rectrices narrower than in 
brunneiceps; streakings on breast distinct, but pale brown in color; size 
small. 

Measurements. — Two from Mombasa (U. S. N. M., Jackson coll.); 
wing, cf, 64.0, $, 61.0 mm., tail, cf, 58.0, $, 54.0 mm., culmen from base 
of skull, cf, 16.0, $, 16.0 mm., tarsus, cf, 23.5, $, 23.0 mm. 

Range. — Coastal parts of East Africa, from the mouth of the Tana River 
to Dar es Salaam, inland to Aruscha and Usegua. 

Remarks. — In describing this race Reichenow compared it with brun- 
neiceps, and the fact that he did not mention the secondaries would lead 
one to suppose that these feathers are edged with white, as in brunneiceps. 
However, Sclater (Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. xlix, p. 62, 1929, and Syst Av. 
Aethiop., p. 483, 1930), who has examined the type, groups it with the 
forms without white in the wings, and states that it is “near vansomereni, 
but with more black on the tail.” 

In the absence of material from Aruscha I can only identify these two 
Mombasa birds provisionally. Dr. Grote writes me that in his opinion 
Mombasa birds should be called iodomera, which is “smaller than soror 
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from inland Kenya Colony, and on the underside (flanks) distinctly more 
brownish.” Reichenow, however, clearly states that soror is smaller than 
brunneiceps (wing 58-65 mm., as against 65-77 mm.), and inasmuch as 
these two birds fit these measurements, as well as the description of soror , 
I can not see how iodomera is separable. Sclater (1. c.), moreover, writes 
that he has examined the type of iodomera and believes it to be identical 
with that of soror (also examined). Van Someren records soror from the 
mouth of the Tana River, where he says it frequents scrub and the 
edges of the forests. Intergradation between it and eluta must occur there- 
abouts, since the latter ranges to Dakacha and Korokoro on the lower Tana. 

Judging by these two Mombasa birds, the difference in the amount of 
black in the tail by which Sclater distinguishes soror from vansomereni 
is a very poor character. The chief differences between the Mombasa 
examples and a topotypical example of vansomereni lie in the more grayish 
brown backs, and browner, less black streaks on the breasts of the former. 
In size they are alike. 

Erythropygia leucophrys sclateri Grote. 

Erythropygia leucoptera sclateri Grote, Bateleur, ii, p. 14, 1930 : Iringa, 
Uhehe, Tanganyika Territory. 

Characters . — nearest to brunneiceps , but more rufous on the upper side 
and light brown on the head. Wing, 72 mm. 

Range . — the Iringa district, and perhaps also the whole central Tan- 
ganyika Plateau. 

Remarks . — I have seen no specimens from near Iringa, but this is doubt- 
less a good race. An adult breeding male from the Ikoma district of 
Tanganyika (A. N. S. P., Bowen coll.) agrees with the description of 
sclateri in being distinctly more rufous above than brunneiceps , but the 
white on the wing is poorly developed. It differs from jungens in being 
paler rufous above and less heavily streaked on the breast. It has a wing 
length of 71.0 mm., and is provisionally identified as an intermediate 
between sclateri and jungens. 

Erythropygia leucophrys jungens, subsp. nov. 

Type. — U. S. Nat. Mus., no. 217480, adult male, Kabelolot Hill, Sotik 
District, Kenya Colony, 7 May 1911, collected by E. Heller (Rainey 
Expedition). 

Characters . — Nearest to vansomereni , but larger. From soror it may be 
distinguished by its larger size and blacker streaks on the breast. Top of 
head hardly any darker or browner than the back; secondaries edged with 
pale brown; tail more widely tipped with black and white than in soror 
and vansomereni. 

Measurements . — Two males, one from Sotik (U. S, N. M., Heller coll.), 
the other from Loita (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); wing, 68.0 to 69.0 mm., 
tail, 65.0 to 66.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 17.0 to 18.0 mm.; tarsus, 
24.0 to 25.5 mm. One female from Loita (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); 
wing, 67.0 mm.; tail, 61.0 mm. (molting); culmen, 18.0 mm.; tarsus, 
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23.5 mm. Three not sexed from Loita (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); wing, 
67.0 to 71.5 (69.5) mm.; tail, 63.0 to 67.0 (65.0) mm.; culmen from base 
of skull, 16.5 to 17.0 (16.7) mm.; tarsus, 22.5 to 23.5 (22.8) mm. 

Range. — The Sotik and Loita districts of Kenya Colony, at elevations 
of about 5000 to 6000 feet; south to the Ikoma district of Tanganyika 
Territory where intergradation with sclateri appears to occur; east to the 
South Guaso Nyiro River where it in ter grades with brunneiceps. 

Remarks. — Sclater, in his review of these birds (Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl., 
xlix, pp. 62-63, 1929) states that soror ranges to the Loita Plains, but 
birds f rom this area are too large to be identified thus. Reichenow definitely 
stated when describing soror that it is smaller than brunneiceps (wing 
58-65, as against 68-77 mm.). Birds from the Loita district fall thus 
within the size limits of brunneiceps (although they average slightly 
smaller) and can not, therefore, be identified as soror. Sclater gives no 
measurements for vansomereni , but three specimens seen by me are smaller, 
and have somewhat narrower black and white tips to the rectrices. 

Erythropygia leucophrys vansomereni Sclater. 

Erythropygia leucophrys vansomereni Sclater, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl., xlix, 
p. 62, 1929 : Mokia, Ruwenzori, 3400 feet. 

Characters. — Very similar to soror , but with back somewhat redder, and 
with the streaking on the throat and breast heavier and blacker. 

Measurements. — One male from Ruwenzori, 3400 feet (U. S. N. M.); 
wing, 65.5 mm.; tail, 59.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 16.5 mm.; 
tarsus, 24.5 mm. Two from Kavirondo (A. N. S. P., Percival coll.); 
wing, d, 64.0, $, 66.5 mm.; tail, d } 59.0 mm., 9 (molting); culmen from 
base of skull, d, 15.0, 9, 17.0 mm.; tarsus, 24.5 mm. 

Range. — Uganda, including the slopes of Ruwenzori, east to the Kavi- 
rondo, north to the southern Bahr el Ghazal. 

Remarks , — Besides the three listed above, I have examined a young 
male in process of molt to adult plumage from Rangu, southern Bahr el 
Ghazal (A. N. S. P.). The Kavirondo female, in its slightly larger size, 
may possibly indicate a tendency towards intergradation with jungens. 

Erythropygia leucophrys ruficauda Sharpe. 

Erythropygia ruficauda Sharpe, Proc. Zool. Soc., 1882, p. 589, pi. 54, 
fig. 1; Malimbe, Portuguese Congo. 

Erythropygia ruficauda saturata Neumann, Jour. f. Orn., 1920, p. 83; 
Yambuya, Aruwimi River, Belgion Congo. 

Characters. — Similar to vansomereni , but with the back browner, less 
rufous, and the streaking on the breast narrower. Inner webs of middle 
rectrices faintly washed with dark brown. 

Measurements . — Two males from Avakubi, Belgian Congo (A. M. N. H., 
Chapin coll.); wing, 65.0 to 66.5 mm.; tail, 59.0 to 60.0 mm.; culmen from 
base of skull, 15.0 to 16.0 mm.; tarsus, 21.5 to 22.0 mm. 

Range. — Portuguese Congo, east through the Belgian Congo to the Uele. 
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Erythropygia leucophrys makalaka Neumann. 

Erythropygia makalaka Neumann, Journ. f. Orn., 1920, p. 83 : Makala- 
kaland, S. Rhodesia. 

Erythropygia leucophrys limpopoensis Roberts, Ann. Transv. Mu • . 
xv, p. 30, 1932 : Bubye River, S. Rhodesia. 

Characters. — Very close to ruficauda , but slightly redder on the back; 
with slightly more blackish wash on the inner webs of the middle rectrices, 
and slightly wider tips to the outer rectrices; streaking on the breast 
somewhat more restricted; flanks not streaked. 

Measurements. — One male from Wedza Movat, S. Rhodesia (A. M. N. R) : 
wing, 65.0 mm.; tail, 59.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 16.0 mm.; 
tarsus, 23.0 mm. One male from Marungu, 3800 ft., Belgian Congo 
(A. M. N. H.); wing, 67.0 mm.; tail, 58.0 mm.; culmen, 17.0 mm., tarsus, 
24.0 mm. 

Range. — From the middle part of the Limpopo Valley north through 
Southern Rhodesia: also, apparently, the upper Zambesi Valley, and 
Marungu, Belgian Congo. 

Remarks. — With only one Rhodesian specimen before me, I am unable 
to decide whether the Marungu bird really is identical, but the two are 
very close. This race is in many respects intermediate in characters, as 
well as geographically, between ovamboensis } zambesiana , and pectoralis. 
The type locality of Roberts’ limpopoensis is so nearly the same as that of 
makalaka that I do not hesitate to synonymize it, although possibly it 
represents an intermediate stage between makalaka and pectoralis. 

Erythropygia leucophrys zambesiana Sharpe. 

Erythropygia zambesiana Sharpe, Proc. Zool. Soc., 1882, p. 588, pi. 45, 
fig. 2 : Tete, lower Zambesi. 

Erythropygia ruficauda iubilaea Grote, Orn. Monatsb., xxxv, p. 103, 
1927 : Mikandini, south Tanganyika Territory. 

Characters. — Very similar to soror , but upper parts a trifle paler and more 
rufous, especially on the rump and tail. 

Measurements. — Two from Lumbo, Portuguese East Africa (M. C. Z., 
Loveridge coll.); wing, cf 1 , 67.5, $, 69.0 mm.; tail, cf, 63.0, $, 65.0 mm.; 
culmen from base of skull, cf 1 , 16.5, $, 17.5 mm.; tarsus, cf 1 , 23.5, $, 23.5 
mm. 

Range. — Coastal districts (sea-level to about 1000 feet) of Portuguese 
East Africa from the lower Limpopo Valley north to Mikindani in southern 
Tanganyika Territory, inland to Tete, and the Shire Valley. 

Remarks. — The two Lumbo birds agree exactly with Sharpe’s plate and 
description. This race has been recorded from many localities in the middle 
Zambesi and Katanga districts (e. g. Victoria Falls, Kafue R., Dikulwe R., 
Lufira R., Lufupa R., Chambesi R., Etc.), but I am not satisfied that 
these records should not be referred to makalaka f which is easily distin- 
guishable by its darker, and more widely white tipped tail. 
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Erythropygia leucophrys munda (Cab.). 

Thamnobia munda Cabanis, Orn. Centralb., 1880, p. 143 : Malandge, 
Angola (cf. Reichenow, Vog. Afr. iii, p. 771). 

Erythropygia ansorgii O.. — Grant, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl., xxxiii, p. 134, 
1914 : M aland je, Angola. 

Characters . — Top of head grayish brown; mantle reddish brown; rump 
and upper tail-coverts russet; inner secondaries edged with light brown; 
breast streaked with brownish black; flanks uniform; middle rectrices 
dark brown, reddish towards their bases. 

Measurements . — One male from Boma, Belgian Congo (A. M. N. H.); 
wing, 67.0 mm.; tail 62.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 16.5 mm.; 
tarsus, 23.0 mm. Two from Luluabourg, Belgian Congo (A. M. N. H.); 
wing, cf, 64.0, sex ?, 63.0 mm.; tail, cf , 59.0, sex ?, 57.0 mm.; culmen, cf, 
15.0, sex?, 15.5 mm.; tarsus, cf, 23.0, sex?, 22.5 mm. One male from 
Quanza River, Angola (A. N. S. P.); wing 69.0 mm.; tail, 66.0 mm.; culmen, 
16.0 mm.; tarsus, 25.0 mm. 

Range . — Northern Angola, north to the Congo mouth, inland to the 
Luluabourg district. 

Remarks . — The two Luluabourg birds have browner heads, slightly 
less brown tails, and seem to approach makalaka, which appears to range 
northward to the southeastern Congo. The Quanza River bird approaches 
ovamboensis in its slightly larger size, more rusty flanks, and paler edges 
to the secondaries. 

Erythropygia leucophrys ovamboensis Neumann. 

Erythropygia munda ovamboensis Neumann, Jour. f. Orn., 1920, p. 83: 
Ombongo, Ovampoland. 

Erythropygia leucoptera permutata Grote, Orn. Monatsb., 1930, p. 187: 
Huxe, Benguella, Angola. 

Characters . — Similar to munda, but larger, paler above, more rusty on 
the flanks, less streaked on the breast; secondaries distinctly edged with 
whitish; rectrices broadly tipped with white. 

Measurements . — One male from Capelongo, Angola (A. M. N. H.); 
wing, 70.5 mm.; tail, 68.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 18.5 mm 
tarsus, 25.5 mm. Two from Chobe River, Bechuanaland (A. N. S. P., 
de Schauensee coll.); wing, cf, 75.0, 9, 68.0 mm.; tail, cf, 68.0, 9, 64.0 
mm.; culmen from base of skull, cf, 18.0, 9, 18.5 mm. 

Range . — Southern Angola, through Ovampoland to the Lake Ngami 
region. 

Remarks . — The Angola specimen should be permutata , but I can find 
no appreciable difference between it and the Chobe R. (northeast of Lake 
Ngami) examples. One of these latter specimens has slightly more red 
in the tail, and may indicate intergradation with makalaka thereabouts. 

Erythropygia leucophrys pectoralis Smith. 

Erythropygia pectoralis A. Smith, Rep. Exped. C. Afr., p. 46, 1836 : be- 
tween Orange River and Kurrichane. 
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Characters. — Similar to leucophrys, but more rufous above. 

Measurements. — One male from “Cape of Good Hope” (A. N. S. P); 
wing, 70.0 mm.; tail, 66.0 mm.; culmen, 17.0 mm.; tarsus, 25.0 mm. 

Erythropygia leucophrys leucophrys (Vieill.) 

Sylvia leucophrys Vieillot, N. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., xi, p. 191, 1817 : Gam- 
toos River, eastern Cape Province. 

Characters. — Head and back distinctly more grayish brown than reddish; 
inner secondaries edged with pale brown; breast and flanks conspicuously 
streaked with dark brown ; tail brownish black, tipped with white. 

Measurements. — One, sex?, from Port Natal (A. N. S. P.); wing, 70.0 
mm.; tail, 68.0 mm.; culmen from base of skull, 17.0 mm.; tarsus, 26.0 mm. 
One, sex?, from Etchowe, Zululand (A. N. S. P.); wing, 70.0 mm.; tail, 
67.0 mm.; culmen, 17.5 mm.; tarsus, 26.5 mm. 

Range. — Eastern Cape Province, from the Gamtoos River north to 
Natal and southern Portuguese East Africa (Coguno). 

Key to Subspecies of Erythropygia Leucophrys. 

I. Central rectrices mostly rufous. 

A. Secondaries conspicuously edged with white; top of head 
grayish. 

al. Breast only faintly streaked. 

a2. Top of head gray, contrasting with russet of back. 



a3. Larger (wing 67-74) and darker leucoptera 

b3. Smaller (wing 62-69) and paler eluta . 

b2. Top of head brownish gray, back more chestnut; 

wing 64-69 mm vulpina. 

bl. Breast distinctly streaked; wing 68-77 mm. 

c2. Upper parts browner hrunneiceps. 

d2. Upper parts more rufous sclateri. 

B. Secondaries edged with brown. 

cl. Central rectrices rufous, tipped with blackish. 
e2. Breast heavily streaked with blackish. 



c3. Larger (wing 67-71.5 mm.); tail broadly tipped 

with white... .jungens. 

d3. Smaller (wing 64-66.5 mm.); tail more narrowly 

tipped with white vansomereni. 

f2. Breast streaks browner and less sharply defined. 

e3. Upper parts darker and browner soror. 

f3. Upper parts paler and redder zambesiana. 

dl. Inner webs of middle rectrices washed with brownish 
black. 

g3. More rufous above; inner web of middle rectrix 

more washed with black. makalaka. 

h3. Browner above; inner web of middle rectrix less 
washed with black ruficauda. 
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II. Central rectrices mostly blackish or dark brown. 

C. Top of head distinctly grayer than the back; flanks not 
streaked. 

el. Smaller (wing 63-69 mm.), darker above, flanks less 

rusty, secondaries edged with pale brown munda. 

fl. Larger (wing 68-75 mm.), paler above, flanks more 
rusty, secondaries edged with whitish ovamboensis . 

D. Top of head brownish, like the back; flanks streaked. 

gl. Back more rufous pectoralis. 

hi. Back more grayish brown leucophrys. 



